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CHILDREN IN CARE — DEATH STATISTICS 

3960. Hon Sue Ellery to the Minister for Child Protection 

I refer to the 32 investigable child deaths currently (as advised to me by the Ombudsman in correspondence of 
19 April 2011) being reviewed by the Ombudsman’s office, and I ask —  

(1) What was the date of the death for each of those children? 

(2) How many of these child deaths were referred under each of the following criteria — 

(a) in the two years before the date of the child’s death, the Chief Executive Officer (CEO) [of the 
Department] had received information that raised concerns about the wellbeing of the child or 
a child relative of the child;  

(b) in the two years before the date of the child’s death, the CEO, under section 32(1) of the 
Children and Community Services Act 2004, had determined that action should be taken to 
safeguard or promote the wellbeing of the child or a child relative of the child;  

(c) in the two years before the date of the child’s death, any of the actions listed in section 32(1) of 
the Children and Community Services Act 2004 was done in respect of the child or a child 
relative of the child;  

(d) protection proceedings are pending in respect of the child or a child relative of the child; or 

(e) the child or a child relative of the child is in the CEO’s care? 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY replied: 

(1) [See paper 3462.] 

(2) (a) 23. 

(b) 14. 

(c) 14. 

(d) Nil  

(e)  6. 

The figures shown above reflect the fact that several of the 32 investigable child deaths fall within more than one 
category, and therefore are counted in more than one answer. 

Three cases did not meet any of the investigable criteria, however, the Ombudsman WA has determined that the 
cases will be reviewed. 
 


